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CEO Viewpoint 
In addition to Biology Week activities, the Society has 

also continued to build on the success of previous careers 
events, such as last year’s Bioscience Careers Day which 
welcomed 400+ students from across the UK. This year’s 
Careers Day, again targeted at undergraduate and Masters 
students, was held at Manchester Metropolitan University, 
with PhD students, postdocs, careers advisors and school 
students also taking part. This event forms part of our 
expanding programme of careers resources and activities, 
which also includes the ‘Day in the Life’ careers features 
produced for The Biochemist.  

We have also continued to focus on developing new 
public engagement training opportunities for members 
and the wider bioscience community. On 14 November 
we supported a Biosciences Outreach and Engagement 
Symposium with a number of other Societies, to enable 
bio-scientists to develop toolkits for delivery and impact 
assessment of these activities.

Throughout 2018 the Society has provided a wide 
range of Harden conferences, scientific meetings and 
training events and courses, with approximately 1,400 
delegates participating throughout the year. 

On 29-30 October the Society held its first Drug 
Discovery training workshop.  The event was designed and 
delivered by experts from industry and academia and aimed 
to provide a comprehensive overview of the pre-clinical drug 
discovery process. Delivered in partnership with the Royal 
Society of Chemistry and supported by the RSB and BPS, the 
event included speakers from GlaxoSmithKline, Sygnature 
Discovery, University of Aberdeen, University of Leeds and 
AstraZeneca. The content focused on small molecule target 
identification and validation, hit-to-lead and lead optimisation, 
as well as on pre-clinical drug development and toxicology.  
Graduates, PhD students and early career scientists interested 
in working in the pre-clinical drug discovery industry were 
involved in this oversubscribed workshop. 

We continue to welcome event proposals from any 
member of the scientific community. The next closing date 
is February 2019. 

Applications are also open again for our popular 
Summer Vacation Studentships, providing opportunities 
for students to gain valuable research experience. Further 
information is available on our website at www.biochemistry.
org/Grants/SummerVacationStudentships 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our 
members, staff and stakeholders for their valuable support 
and contributions throughout 2018, particularly Niki Gray, 
Honorary Membership Secretary and Rob Beynon, Chair of 
the Education, Training and Public Engagement Committee 
who completed their terms of office as Trustees of the 
Society, and to wish you all a very happy holiday season! ■

One of the Society’s key objectives is to assist the research 
community and advance the subject of molecular bioscience 
through the scholarly publishing activities of its wholly 
owned subsidiary Portland Press. In order to continue to 
provide a first-class experience for authors and readers, I 
am delighted to announce that during 2019, the Society, 
will migrate its journals and The Biochemist to a new online 
hosting platform provided by Silverchair Information 
Systems. Silverchair, which hosts many other leading 
life sciences publications, is at the cutting edge of digital 
scholarly publishing and has a reputation for innovation 
and product development. This new partnership will 
benefit the molecular life sciences community by bringing 
a modern user experience and enhanced discoverability to 
our journals. It will provide a fresh, new online presence for 
The Biochemist. I look forward to sharing updates with you 
about this exciting development over the course of 2019.

In other news, the Society was once again actively 
involved in the Royal Society of Biology’s Biology Week in 
October this year. We started the week by sponsoring the RSB 
Policy Lates event on Biosciences for All, Paving Pathways for 
Diversity, which is available to watch on the Society’s YouTube 
channel. We also joined British Physiological Society and 
RSB in hosting the annual Biology Week Royal Institution 
Debate at the Royal Institution. This year’s debate was on 
the science of artificial intelligence - ‘Artificial Intelligence 
- Can AI save the world?’ - and explored the inclusion of 
self-learning algorithms into systems that underpin modern 
life to address global challenges. In addition to the debate 
itself, we ran an AI-themed public engagement activity at 
the event and the live stream video of the debate is available 
on the RSB website: https://www.rsb.org.uk/get-involved/
biologyweek/royal-institution-debate 

On Friday 12 October we joined the RSB and others 
in taking part in the #ImABiologist Twitter campaign. This 
enabled us to demonstrate the wide variety of different 
molecular bioscience options for study, careers and 
industry and to highlight the breadth of interests across the 
membership. We were delighted that our President, Pete 
Downes participated, with a contribution from outside the 
Life Sciences Centre at the University of Dundee where 
new drugs to treat tropical diseases are being designed.

We finished off Biology Week at the popular 
Cambridge Big Biology Day, held at Hills Road Sixth Form 
College. Over 2,000 visitors and more than 40 exhibitors 
joined to share their love of all things biology.  Big Biology 
Day is a one-day science festival held each October that 
celebrates the life sciences and engages the general public 
with an array of biological topics, through hands -on 
activities, crafts and displays, bringing together a number 
of biological organizations under one roof.

Kate Baillie  
(Chief Executive,  

Biochemical Society 

and Managing Director, 

Portland Press) 
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