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Introducing the Chair of the 
Basic Bioscience Theme Panel

by e-mail. If these are major, the proposal will need 
to be submitted to the next round for re-review, but 
support is not guaranteed. We also discuss ideas for 
future meetings and proposed changes to processes 
and strategy that relate to the meetings programme. 
The BBTP also reviews the success and feedback of 
previous meetings and monitors registration levels for 
upcoming meetings. 

What types of scientific meeting does the 
Biochemical Society support?
The Biochemical Society supports three kinds of 
meetings: sponsored events, scientific meetings and 
Harden conferences. They can take place in any part 
of the UK or overseas and can be run jointly with 
another society or organization. 

Sponsored events: These are independently run 
meetings of any length that the Biochemical Society 
sponsors by providing £500. This would normally 
be expected to cover a specific speaker’s travel, 
accommodation and registration expenses. In return 
the meeting would publicize this Biochemical Society 
sponsorship in the meeting promotional material 
and at the meeting. The meetings supported must 
meet Biochemical Society guidelines on the strength 
of scientific content, programme organization and 
gender balance. These meetings are not run by 
Biochemical Society staff.

Scientific meetings: These are normally 1–3 days in 
length and are run by Biochemical Society staff. This 

I would like to introduce myself as Chair of the Basic Bioscience Theme Panel (BBTP). This panel and 
role was newly created in March 2017 as part of restructuring that took place within the Biochemical 
Society to improve the scientific meeting application and review process. The BBTP is the largest of 
the three new Theme Panels that were created and sits above six existing Research Area committees. 
The Research Areas are Genes, Molecular Structure and Function, Energy and Metabolism, Cells, 
Signalling and Biological Systems. The Research Areas provide broad representation across the 
Molecular Biosciences, the area of science championed by the Biochemical Society (it’s not just 
Biochemistry!). The Chairs of the six Research Areas are members of the BBTP which meets four 
times a year. As Chair of the BBTP I am also a trustee of the Biochemical Society so take part in 
key discussions relating to the strategy and operations of the Biochemical Society at its Council 
Meetings that take place four times a year. 

I am passionate about promoting the visibility and 
achievements of women in science (and increasing 
diversity in general) and have championed this 
cause within our meetings programme. As a result, 
all applications for Biochemical Society scientific 
events (meetings and training events) now require 
that at least 40% of invited speakers are women and 
that wherever possible, attempts are made to achieve 
50% representation. We also ask that programme 
coordinators select speakers from a range of career 
stages and try to include representation from Industry. 
Increasing diversity is an ongoing process that is 
embedded in Biochemical Society strategy and we 
continue to review and expand our guidelines and 
policies to reflect the diversity of the bioscience. I was 
very supportive of the introduction this year of hybrid 
scientific meetings, where presentations and questions 
are hosted on an online platform in real time. This 
enables those who cannot attend in person to register as 
online attendees and take part virtually. This is another 
great step towards encouraging inclusivity for those 
who may struggle with work or family commitments to 
travel to meetings.

What happens at a BBTP meeting?
We discuss recently submitted proposals for 
scientific meetings and make decisions on which 
proposals should be supported (these decisions 
are then ratified by the Conferences Committee). 
Sometimes we recommend approval subject to 
some changes to the proposal. If these are minor, a 
decision on the proposal may subsequently be made 
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means that, once approved, abstract submission, venue 
contract negotiation, online registration and meeting 
organization will be handled by the Biochemical 
Society. Biochemical Society staff will also handle the 
day-to-day running of the meeting. The programme 
coordinators, however, play a critical role in handling 
all scientific aspects of the meeting, including the 
abstract selection process, the programme organization 
and publicizing the meeting in the relevant field. It is 
important to point out that the secretariat support 
provided by the Biochemical Society is provided free 
of charge and that the registration fees for the meeting 
are calculated based on the direct costs of the meeting 
only (e.g. venue fees, food, invited speaker travel 
costs) with the aim of breaking even. The Biochemical 
Society and programme coordinators actively seek 
sponsorship to offset these direct costs and keep 
registration fees as low as possible. 

Harden Conferences: Named after Sir Arthur Harden, 
a founding member of the Biochemical Society, these 
conferences are the Biochemical Society equivalent 
of a Gordon Research Conference. They are usually 
3–5 days in length and are fully residential, often 
at a semi-remote venue to encourage interaction 
between participants. They cover a specialist topic 
within the molecular biosciences but ideally one that 
would have broad interest across sub-disciplines. 
The support and running of Harden Conferences 
is as for scientific meetings, but the meeting is run 
as a closed meeting to encourage presentation of 
unpublished findings.

If you are interested in organizing a scientific meeting 
and need more help and advice, please contact 
conferences@biochemistry.org. We look forward to 
hearing from you!

Submit your abstract by 21 January 2019: bit.ly/ls19abstract 

The Physiological Society, the British Pharmacological Society
and Biochemical Society are joining forces to bring you the latest 
research and discuss important challenges.

Life Sciences 2019: 
Post-Translational Modifications 
and Cell Signalling

17-18 March 2019 

 

East Midlands Conference Centre, 
Nottingham, UK

Life Sciences 2019: A key meeting about post-translational 
modifications (PTMs) in biological processes 
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