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2018 Industry and Academic Collaboration 
Award Lecture
10 December 2018, University of Sussex, UK

Realising the full potential of your research 
through industry collaboration and 
commercialization
6 March 2019, Mary Ward House, London, UK

Life Sciences 2019: Post-translational 
Modifications and Cell Signalling
17–18 March 2019, EMCC, Nottingham, UK

BMP Signalling in Cancer II
1-3 April 2019, St Anne’s College, Oxford, UK

Deubiquitylases: From Mechanism  
to Physiology 
17-19 June 1019, UK

Redox Signalling in Physiology,  
Ageing and Disease
1–3 July 2019, Copthorne Hotel, Newcastle, UK

Protein Engineering II: from New Molecules  
to New Processes
15–17 July 2019, University of York, York, UK

Nanodomains in Cyclic Nucleotide Signalling
16-18 September 2019, London, UK

Synthetic Biology UK
November 2019, University of Warwick,  
Warwick, UK

 Scientific Meeting   Public Event

 Medal Lecture   Training Events and Courses
F  Free to attend 

For more information:
www.biochemistry.org/Events

IACC inauguration symposium: “Cellular coenzymes in health  
and disease”

2-3 July 2018, University College London, London, UK

Small G proteins in cellular signalling and disease

9-12 July 2018, Clare College, Cambridge, UK

This meeting was the first small G proteins 
meeting in what we hope will become a biennial 
series. The meeting was very successful, with 
around 90 delegates present at the meeting itself 
and a further 20 delegates who took advantage 
of the new live streaming option. 

The meeting opened with the Centenary 
Award Lecture by Frank McCormick (UCSF 
and the NCI, USA) who set the scene with an 
excellent introduction to efforts to target Ras 
therapeutically and the progress being made 
at the Ras initiative at the NIH. The Philip 
Godfrey Award Lecture was given by Angeliki 
Malliri (CRUK Manchester) who described 
the work in her group on the Tiam family 
of Rac exchange factors and their recently 
discovered roles in the nucleus. There were 
also outstanding presentations sponsored by 
EMBO (Anne Ridley) and WCR (Michael 
Olson and Harry Mellor). The range of talks 
covered a variety of topics including progress 
in therapeutic development, insights into the 
biology and biophysics of small G proteins and 
the development of tools to study them. It is 
apparent that despite the leaps forward in our 
understanding, as more high throughput data 
and better techniques are developed, there is still 

a lot to learn about these important proteins that 
impinge on almost every cellular process and 
represent key therapeutic targets. The award for 
the best poster (kindly sponsored by Portland 
Press) went to Markus Müeller for his excellent 
systematic analysis of Rho family regulators. 
The feedback from the meeting was very 
positive, with people commenting in particular 
on the collegiate atmosphere, the opportunities 
to network and make collaborations and the 
stimulation of ideas for new research directions. 

Helen Mott  and Darerca Owen   
(University of Cambridge)

The meeting consisted of 5 sessions, covering 
various aspects of research on cellular 
coenzymes and vitamins. The aim was to 
intensify collaborative interactions between 
researchers working on different cellular 
coenzymes and to promote the development 
of novel research tools for studying coenzymes 
by intensifying collaborative interactions with 
biotech and pharmaceutical companies.

There were 2 keynote lectures, given by 
Prof. G. Kroemer and Prof. S. Jackowski. In 
addition, 17 lectures were given by invited 
speakers and a number of short talks, selected 
from submitted abstracts. 

Exciting new research presented included: 
the analysis of NAD metabolome; new 
insights into vitamin C cofactor functions; 
the development of novel compounds which 
stimulate the biosynthesis of coenzyme A 
(pantazines); and Protein CoAlation was 
reported as a novel PTM in redox signalling.

The Lipmann medal was awarded to Prof. S. 
Jackowski in recognition of her outstanding 
contribution to the field of research on cellular 
coenzymes in health and disease. 

Ivan Gout (University College London)
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Dr Pamela Lochhead is a Senior Research Scientist 
at the Babraham Institute, Cambridge. She 
researches the role and regulation of mitogen 
activated protein kinase (MAPK) pathways in 
health and disease. MAPK pathways respond to 
extracellular cues to transduce signals that affect 
cell fate decisions, these are often deregulated in 
disease. Her current focus is on the ERK5 pathway, 
the least well-studied of the MAPK pathways.

Pamela is also a member of the Babraham Institute Knowledge Exchange 
and Commercialisation Committee, a PhD student mentor and a STEM 
ambassador. She has two children with her husband, David, who works in 
media technology.
 
What motivated you to become a scientist?
I spent a lot of time outdoors as a child and enjoyed collecting insects 
to look at under an old light microscope we had at home. My Dad was 
a science teacher and my Mum a nurse that worked for a clinical trials 
company, so teatime conversations were often science/health oriented. 
When I got to secondary school I loved science lessons, Physics and Biology 
were my favourite subjects and it was my Biology teacher that inspired me 
to go to University to do a Bioscience degree. I just became more and more 
interested as time went on.

What inspires you about molecular bioscience?
I am most inspired by how cells work and what goes wrong in disease. 
I chose to focus on signal transduction pathways and how they can be 
manipulated to create new medicines. It’s been an exciting time to work in 
this field; the kinome (the complete set of protein kinases encoded in an 
organism’s genome) was sequenced and annotated, personalised medicines 
are now in the clinic, and new challenges have arisen such as understanding 
how cells become resistant to therapies and understanding why new drugs 
sometimes have unexpected effects.

What’s on your lab bench/desk right now?
I am writing a paper just now, so I have a stack of papers with highlighted 
sections and a coffee on my desk. In the lab, I am gearing up for a new 
experiment and lots of new reagents are arriving – exciting!

What are you reading at the moment?
Work: the intriguing and sometimes perplexing topic of “paradoxical kinase 
activation by small molecule inhibitors”.
Home: The Lido by Libby Page. I love swimming and I am curious about 
human nature, so I am finding it an enjoyable read.

What’s been the greatest challenge in your career so far?
The greatest challenge in my career so far has been the career structure 
itself… After a five-year post-doc and the arrival of our first child, my 
partner and I moved from Scotland to “down south” for both our careers. 
We underestimated the impact my partner’s London commute would 
have on our daily routine. My career options seemed to be to either take 
on the commitment of starting my own lab, or take a long career break 
with the option of a return to work fellowship. Neither of those suited me. 
It took a little time to get the right work/life balance but with the support 
of my PI, Simon Cook, and the positive impact that an equality and diversity 
project (called equality4success) has had on the working environment at 
the Babraham Institute I now have my current position. This provides me 
with both a good level of scientific independence and I am able to give my 
children the support they need. 

What is your advice for someone who would like to pursue a career in 
molecular bioscience?
Find an area of science that really drives you, find great collaborators and 
work hard.

What do you do in your spare time?
Spare time is family time for me. We live for our holidays; we go back to Scotland 
and visit family and friends, and enjoy the scenery, we also like to travel abroad 
to see new places. Now my youngest child is out the buggy we will be going 
further afield. While we are at home, I like to socialise with friends and volunteer 
at community events. 

Ambassadors are a key group of members that help us to raise 
awareness of the Biochemical Society, promote its activities, recruit 
new members and act as the Society’s point of contact at their 
institution. If you would like to get involved as an Ambassador, please 
contact: membership@biochemistry.org.

EMBO Workshop: Pseudoenzymes 2018: From molecular mechanisms to cell biology

16-19 May 2018, Flamingo Resort, Sardinia, Italy 

At this exciting meeting the sharing of major developments in 
evolutionary bioinformatics, structural biology and chemical 
biological of pseudoenzymes were presented. This created a new 
base for biochemical, biophysical and cellular lab-based experiments 
in the future. As this unpublished information was shared openly, it 
will rapidly lead to high impact science. Excitingly, some discussion 
points will end up as part of UNIPROT pseudoenzyme databases in 
the future, a major meeting outcome. 

An interesting and lively “EMBO Women in Science” session, led by 
Prof. Dame Janet Thornton, resulted in a superb discussion and debate 
between all attendees and provided a remarkably positive forum to share 
good and bad practice from across the world. Really outstanding, and an 
hour of unique discussion. 

The expansion of the pseudoenzyme field to include new attendees 
from India, Russia, USA and mainland Europe was a highlight and 
demonstrated how the protein ‘evolution’ and ‘moonlighting’ fields fit so 
well into the pseudoenzyme field, including how this has been driven by 
decades of cell signaling studies. Indeed, the meeting led to the forging of 
several new collaborations and reagent sharing.

Elton Zeqiraj (University of Leeds)

Patrick Eyers (University of Liverpool) 

James Murphy (Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research)

Local Ambassador – Dr Pamela Lochhead
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